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DRAFT MOTION 20241211_6-F(2): 

I move to approve SDSU’s request to seek accreditation from the United States Geospatial 

Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) for their graduate certificate in Geospatial Intelligence. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BOARD OF REGENTS 

 

Academic and Student Affairs 

 

AGENDA ITEM:  6 – F (2)    

DATE:  December 11-12, 2024 

 

****************************************************************************** 
 

SUBJECT 

Request to Seek Accreditation – SDSU – United States Geospatial Intelligence 

Foundation (USGIF) 

 

CONTROLLING STATUTE, RULE, OR POLICY 

BOR Policy 2.3.5 – Accreditation 

AAC Guideline 2.3.5.B – Request to Seek Program Accreditation 
 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION 

AAC Guideline 2.3.5.B specifies that universities must seek and receive Board approval 

before applying for initial accreditation for academic programs.  South Dakota State 

University requests approval to seek accreditation from the following accrediting agency: 

Accrediting Agency:  United States Geospatial Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) 

Program: Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT) Graduate Certificate 

Advantages: Accreditation will give students who earn the graduate certificate a 

credential when seeking jobs in national security, especially by the geospatial 

intelligence community. The GEOINT minor at SDSU was previously awarded 

accreditation by USGIF in April 2024. 

IMPACT AND RECOMMENDATION 

SDSU anticipates a one-time application fee of $350 for initial accreditation, and an annual 

fee of $2,500 to be covered through department funds. SDSU will only pay one fee for 

both the minor and the graduate certificate. Other costs would include roughly $5,000 for 

travel expenses for the evaluation & site visit. 

 

Board staff recommends approval. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment I – SDSU Request to Seek Accreditation Form: United States Geospatial 

Intelligence Foundation (USGIF) 

https://public.powerdms.com/SDRegents/documents/1587663
https://public.powerdms.com/SDRegents/documents/1677789


ATTACHMENT I     2



ATTACHMENT I     3




